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Abstract
This paper focuses on certain legal aspects of the LIFE+ project titled “Establishment of a Plant Microreserve Network in Cyprus for the Conservation of Priority Species and Habitats”
(Life+08/NAT/CY/000453). Specifically, it investigates the potential legal status of Plant MicroReserves (PMRs) within the framework of the Cyprus Forest Law. The PMRs approach is widely
accepted and is nowadays considered as one of the most effective practices towards the conservation of
plant diversity within small plots of land (~ 5- 20 ha) that are of peak value in terms of plant richness,
endemism or rarity. The core objective of the above project is to improve the conservation status of four
EU priority plant species (*Arabis kennedyae, *Astragalus macrocarpus subsp. lefkarensis, *Centaurea
akamantis, *Ophrys kotschyi) and two priority habitat types (*9390 Scrub and forest vegetation of
Quercus alnifolia, *9590 Cedrus brevifolia forest - Cedrosetum brevifoliae) of Cyprus found within four
NATURA 2000 sites. One of the preparatory actions of this project aims at providing suggestions for the
potential legal status of the PMRs in Cyprus.
The approach of PMR and its establishment as a continuously monitored network is considered as a
complementary tool to the generally adopted "large site" strategy that has recently been materialised into
the NATURA 2000 European Network of nature conservation. Thus the PMR approach is compatible
with the Habitat Directive (92/43/EEC) – Article 6: “Member States are required to undertake
conservation measures in order to maintain species and habitats at a favourable conservation status.”
Initially, the PMR concept was launched and legislated within the Valencian legal framework (Decree
218/1994), while in the recent past PMR have been legislated by other EU countries. (i.e. Greece - order
of executive authority, Gazette of the Hellenic Republic – Vol 4, Page 226 -10 June 2009 and Vol. 4,
Page 235, 16 June 2009).
In Cyprus the protection and legal status of forest areas is under the framework of the European and
National Law. The national “Forest Law” of 1967, with its periodical amendments, is today the
legislation which protects the sites, flora species and habitats of Cyprus. The Department of Forests has
recently suggested an amendment of the Forest Law, which includes provisions for the establishment of
PMRs and is under review by the Law Office of the Republic of Cyprus. At the same time, it is important
for the legal status of PMRs to be associated with the sustainable management and scopes of this
approach. The current project supports the law amendment, with the addition of conservation measures
for protecting and reinforcing the PMR scopes. Such measures could include prohibiting: (1) plant
collection from within the PMR areas (2) waste disposal, (3) pollution (4) water pumping (5) quarrying
(6) camping (7) vehicle trespassing and (8) alien species introduction. However, defining areas as PMRs,
does not usually exclude existing traditional such as agricultural, grazing and hunting activities. The
sustainable management of these activities will result from the management plan for each PMR.

