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Endangered nature
PROGRAMME LOOKS TO INVOLVE LOCAL
COMMUNITIES IN EFFORT TO PROTECT
BIODIVERSITY
By Barbara Panayidou

C

yprus’ rich and varied natural life is the focus
of dedicated and expert professionals fighting
for its conservation.
Taking a walk along one of Troodos’ nature
trails reveals the significant range and diversity of
Cyprus’ flora and fauna, many of which are rare or
endangered species protected by European directives
and international conventions.
A project titled “Establishment of a Plant MicroReserve (PMR) Network in Cyprus for the Conservation of Priority Species and Habitats” was launched
last year by a consortium of committed organisations,
with the aim of improving the conservation status of
four priority plant species and two priority habitat
types on the island.
An update on the project’s progress was recently
presented at a bi-communal workshop organised
jointly by UNDP-ACT and Frederick University, featuring the participation of 50 Greek Cypriot and
Turkish Cypriot nature conservation experts.
Professor Costas Kadis, head of the Nature Conservation Unit and associate professor at Frederick
University, is actively involved in the PMR project.
“The survival of many of these species is under immediate threat due to human activities like extensive
urbanisation of natural areas, tourism development,
quarrying and expansion of the mountainous road
network,” he told The Cyprus Weekly.
He also highlighted the dangers of agricultural
practices such as use of pesticides, overuse of fertilisers and overgrazing, as well as the introduction of
invasive species in natural areas for landscaping and
over-collecting of wild plants.
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Kadis’ involvement with nature conservation began
at the University of Athens in the nineties, where he
worked as a postgraduate and postdoctoral researcher in several research projects aiming at biodiversity
conservation in Greece and Cyprus. “In 2005 I joined
the faculty of Frederick University and established
the Nature Conservation Unit (NCU) within the
University which was the first structure within the
academic system of Cyprus with focus on biodiversity conservation.”
Apart from biodiversity, Kadis is also concerned
with climate change, which was the subject of a workshop held recently by AKTI and the NCU attended
by many university students.
“It was titled ‘Climate Changes And We Care’ and
was implemented with the support of the EU ‘Youth
in Action’ Programme,” he explained. During the
workshop, eminent scientists presented the impacts
of climate change on Cyprus biodiversity, on people’s
lives and livelihoods, and on the island’s coastal zone.
“The presentations were followed by a very successful
role-play game and discussion about fears, concerns
and solutions for everyday-life problems related to
climate change.”
According to Kadis, the public’s perception of climate change is mostly centred on the intense changes in seasonality as seen in the high temperatures and
long periods of drought in summer and flooding in
winter.
“The impacts of climate change can be seen in landuse changes, desertification, depletion of water resources, loss of agricultural crops, death of trees, and
forest fires. These factors are already affecting biodiversity and changing the ecological balance of Cyprus nature,” he elaborated. As he explained, the island’s forested and wetland areas are under pressure,

and even some plant species or habitat types of Cyprus which are adapted to dry conditions have been
found to face certain problems.
The PMR project titled “Establishment of a Plant
Micro-Reserve Network in Cyprus for the Conservation of Priority Species and Habitats” started in January 2010. Implemented within the framework of the
European LIFE+ programme, it has a forty-twomonth duration, focusing on the conservation of four
priority plant species and two priority habitat types
of Cyprus through the establishment, monitoring and
management of a network of five Plant Micro-Reserves.
“The project is still in progress and public awareness is one of its basic objectives,” said Kadis. “Along
with the workshops already carried out, some of the
awareness activities planned in the near future include newsletters, leaf lets, presentations to local
communities and schools, continuous updating
through websites and web based social networking, a
youth competition and a DVD.”
The partner organisations of the project recognise
that conservation efforts are more likely to be sustainable if local communities are actively involved in
planning and decision-making processes.
“Local people who live in areas of conservation
importance, often have substantial environmental
knowledge which could be extremely valuable during
the design of conservation measures,” Kadis explained.
“Within this framework, we have developed a series
of activities focusing on public participation, like
meetings with the local communities, rural appraisals, clearing the PMRs through removal of rubbish,
and local workshops which facilitate the input of local
people and the interaction between the project part-
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ners and the local communities.”
Environmental Commissioner Charalambos Theopemptou has shown interest in the project, following
its progress since the initial stages and participating
in certain events organised by the project partners.
“His contribution is related to public awareness
through his website, providing the link of the project
and sending email-alerts for the events of the project,”
said Kadis. As head of the NCU, he is aware that
more measures are needed for safekeeping the island’s biodiversity, and emphasises the fact that further projects are planned for the future.
“Measures include the creation of more plant micro-reserves focused on conserving endemic and rare
species of the island as well as the protection of Natura 2000 areas, the promotion of renewable energy
resources, and the prevention of fire by continuous
monitoring of climatic variables. These things are
essential for the future adaptation of climate change
and are only possible by enhancing environmental
awareness, especially among children who are the
generation to come.”

Frederick University Nature
Conservation Unit renewed
The Nature Conservation Unit (NCU) was established in 2005 and
specialises in biodiversity
conservation and natural
resources management
in Cyprus. The NCU
draws from the experience of several collaborating scientists, graduate and postgraduate students with extensive experience on conservation
biology and natural resources management. So
far, the Unit has carried
out more than 25 projects

focusing on the study,
monitoring, management
and conservation of the
flora, fauna and habitats
of Cyprus and the conservation and management
of ecologically important
areas of the island. Moreover, the Unit’s activities
promote education for
the environment and
awareness among the
people of Cyprus about
major environmental issues.
More information on
www.ncu.org.cy.

Nature conservation links
• More information on
the project “Establishment of Plant Micro-Reserves Network in Cyprus for the Conservation of Priority Species
and Habitats” is available on the website www.
plantnet.org.cy.
The project is also on Facebook at “Establishment of a Plant Microreserve Network in Cyprus”.
• The Federation of Environmental Organisations of Cyprus

(FEEOC) brings together NGOs active in the
fields of ecology, environment, health, culture,
and human rights issues.
More information on
ww.oikologiafeeo.org.
• Several other organisations involved in nature conservation activities and promotion of
public awareness are:
Terra Cypria, the A.G.
Leventis Foundation,
AKTI – Project and Research Centre, and
Birdlife Cyprus.

Places of interest
• All PMRs are accessible to the public and notice boards are placed at
the boundary of each
PMR and their neighbouring communities,
providing information
on the targeted species
and habitat types.
In some PMRs, pathways have been created
in order to facilitate the
access of visitors at selected sites, without disturbing the habitats and
their biodiversity.
Moreover, three of the
PMRs are in the route
of the E4 European
Path, which attracts a
lot of eco-tourists.
• In addition, informa-

tion centres will soon
operate at the three Botanic Gardens of the Department of Forests,
where visitors (tourists,
local people, schools,
scientists) will be able to
see living collections
from the targeted plant
species and receive all
information on the
PMR approach.
Organised excursions of
small groups to the
PMRs and the Botanical Gardens can be arranged by contacting
the Sector Leader of
Parks and Environment
Sector
(Department of Forests
tel. 22805528)

